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Abstract

This paper discusses the nature of Chinese penetration in the Horn of Africa, moving beyond the
traditional narrative that limits China's role solely to the economic dimension. The study aims to
analyze the intersection between developmental initiatives—most notably the "Belt and Road
Initiative" (BRI)—and the security imperatives associated with the establishment of the Chinese
military base in Djibouti in 2017, as well as the subsequentimpact on the political sovereignty of
regional states. The study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach, supported by data from
recent international reports. It concludes that while the Chinese model offers an effective
"developmental” alternative, it poses significant challenges regarding regional balances, financial

dependency, and infrastructure-related debt.
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